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FURTHER READING



Want to learn more about 
America’s fast-changing suburbs, 

their public schools, and the roots and contours of the emerging conflicts 
that will help shape the country’s future? DISILLUSIONED author 
Benjamin Herold recommends the following books and scholars:

John Diamond & Amanda Lewis
X/Twitter: @johndiamondphd & @AmandaLewisPhD

DESPITE THE BEST INTENTIONS:
HOW RACIAL INEQUALITY THRIVES IN GOOD SCHOOLS
“Focusing on a diverse suburban school in a relatively wealthy neighborhood, the authors 
take the revolutionary approach of looking within the school for clues as to what might 
cause the racial achievement gap.”

R. L’Heureux Lewis-McCoy 
X/Twitter: @DumiLM

INEQUALITY IN THE PROMISED LAND:
RACE, RESOURCES, AND SUBURBAN SCHOOLING
“Despite the glowing opportunities that many families associate with suburban schooling, 
accessing a district’s resources is not always straightforward, particularly for Black and 
poorer families. Moving beyond class- and race-based explanations, INEQUALITY IN 
THE PROMISED LAND focuses on the everyday interactions between parents, students, 
teachers, and school administrators in order to understand why resources seldom trickle 
down to a district’s racial and economic minorities.”

Kenneth T. Jackson

CRABGRASS FRONTIER: 
THE SUBURBANIZATION OF THE UNITED STATES
“The first full-scale history of the development of the American suburb examines how ‘the 
good life’ in America came to be equated with a home of one’s own surrounded by a grassy 
yard and located far from the urban workplace.”



Andrew Wiese

PLACES OF THEIR OWN: AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
SUBURBANIZATION IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

“Tracing the precise contours of Black migration to the suburbs over the course of the 
whole last century and across the entire United States, PLACES OF THEIR OWN will be a 
foundational book for anyone interested in the African American experience or the role of 
race and class in the making of America’s suburbs.”

Decoteau J. Irby
X/Twitter: @DecoteauIrby

STUCK IMPROVING: RACIAL EQUITY IN SCHOOL LEADERSHIP
“An incisive case study of changemaking in action, STUCK IMPROVING analyzes the 
complex process of racial equity reform within K-12 schools.”
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